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One largely unexplored issue in heritage education concerns the divergence between the
local varieties developed in the diaspora communities and standard varieties used in formal
education in the source country. This paper addresses this gap through an investigation of
what teachers working in community language schools think and believe about the different
varieties of the Greek language used in the Australian setting. The paper has a particular
focus on pragmatics and explores examples of such Greek-Australian language use as well as
Greek teachers' reactions to and perceptions of it. The aim of the paper is to open up a
discussion around possible implications for classroom practice of students' use of GreekAustralian variants, and to increase awareness of the importance of pragmatics in heritage
teaching.
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